
Modiano Lab: Current Sample Needs (updated 12/8/16) 
	
What we need and will accept 
 
Fresh tumor biopsies from:  
Dogs with hemangiosarcoma from sites other than skin 
Dogs with lymphoma (no previous treatment, including prednisone)  
 
At this time we do not need “blood-only” samples. Inquiries about 
blood samples from dogs with a cancer diagnosis should be directed to 
the Broad Institute at https://www.broadinstitute.org/disease-
research/sending-samples. 
 
Modiano Lab fresh tissue collection kit: To veterinarians willing 
collect fresh tumor biopsies during scheduled surgeries or immediately 
post mortem, we provide a "kit" inside a Styrofoam shipping container 
which includes transport medium necessary for keeping tumor cells 
alive. Unused transport medium must be kept refrigerated (not 
frozen), but it is usable for up to two years if stored and shipped 
correctly. Because fresh tissue is our highest priority, we will pay the 
cost of overnighting the kit both ways. Along with the fresh tumor 
sample, please submit blood and fixed tumor samples from the same 
pet. A complete sample submission to the Modiano Lab should include 
the following: 
 
1) A fresh tumor biopsy sample: aseptic, representative sample, 
about the size of a blueberry or slightly smaller, taken during surgery 
or within 20 minutes of death, and placed in specific transport 
medium (provided in kit). The sample should be small enough to be 
completely covered by the medium and kept cold, not frozen. Please 
label container with pet’s name and organ the sample came from. 
 
2) A preserved tumor biopsy sample: clean, blueberry-size or 
slightly smaller sample placed in a jar of 10% formalin (provided in 
kit). Please label container with pet’s name and organ the sample 
came from. A report from this sample will be forwarded to the dog’s 
attending vet when it becomes available, but, because of the backlog 
of samples, it should NOT be considered a substitute for the report 
from the vet’s diagnostic lab. 
 
3) A whole blood sample: 5-10 ml in EDTA purple top tubes 
(provided in kit). Please label tube with pet’s name. (NOTE: please do 
not submit serum or pericardial fluid.) 
 
4) Paperwork (can be emailed or faxed to owners/vets ahead of time, 
or included in the kit):  
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a. Sample information sheet  
b. Completed, entire consent form  
 
We can receive overnighted sample kits at the lab Tuesdays through 
Fridays (excluding holidays), but we must have 24 hours’ advance 
notice that a sample shipment is coming. If a sample must be 
taken late on a Thursday, on a Friday, or over a weekend, 
please contact Mitzi for submission instructions. 
 
Emergency surgery/euthanasia (no kit available):  
 
Samples taken without our specific transport media are not ideal for 
our studies. However, if an owner is willing to contribute a fresh tumor 
biopsy and blood samples from a dog in an emergency situation (as 
hemangiosarcoma often is), the vet should contact Mitzi at 
lewel001@umn.edu or 612-626-6890, ext. 1 to determine if the 
sample is acceptable.  
 
To begin the sample submission process to the Modiano Lab, please 
contact Mitzi at lewel001@umn.edu or 612-626-6890, x1.  
 
 
 
 


